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Bootcamp for Prep Cooks  
supplies ingredients for entry into food service career 

 
Vancouver, Wash. (Oct. 20, 2021) – Individuals interested in starting a career in food service 
have an exciting new choice – Prep Cook Bootcamp. 
 
The Bootcamp provides four days of hands-on training, workshops and mentoring that lead to 
employment with a local business. 
 
Owners of local restaurants Beaches, Bleu Door Bakery, Nom Nom and more than a dozen 
others have partnered with the workforce system to launch the new “Prep Cook Bootcamp” 
training for individuals 18 years and older that want a career in the food service industry. 
 
The hands-on portion of the training takes place November 20-23, 2021, and includes knife 
handling, kitchen safety, basic cooking principles, teamwork, food handler permit and ServSafe 
certification. 
 
Individuals that successfully complete the workshops and Bootcamp will be interviewed by local 
companies that are hiring. 
 
The application deadline is October 27 and space is limited. Anyone with interest in the food 
industry is encouraged to contact Next or WorkSource as soon as possible: 
 

• Next (ages 18-24): Lyn Love  lyn.l@nextsuccess.org  
• WorkSource: Ellen Miller ellen.miller@esd.wa.gov     

 
Wages and tips for a beginning Prep Cook start at $17/hour+. Positions include benefits, 
mentoring and an exciting career pathway.  

# # # 
 
Workforce Southwest Washington (WSW), a nonprofit organization, funds community prosperity by investing in 
services that help individuals gain skills to obtain good-paying jobs or advance in their careers and help companies 
attract, train and retain workers. Since 2003, we’ve invested more than $100 million in Southwest Washington. 
WSW is the Local Workforce Development Board (LWDB) designated by federal Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA) legislation to oversee the public workforce system in Cowlitz, Wahkiakum and Clark 
counties. Learn more at www.workforcesw.org. 
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